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During the course of the last five days, Christian
Baerlocher and I have had the pleasure of visiting
five zeolite groups in four different institutions in
the Tokyo/Nagoya area of Japan. We were also
able to enjoy the natural beauty of the Hakone
region, learn the history of the Nagoya Castle, and
have a wide variety of delightful culinary experi-
ences. Our discussions with zeolite scientists, both
scientific and philosophical, have been most stimu-
lating and enjoyable. We have seen high-level re-
search conducted in very efficiently used lab space,
and have been able to admire much state-of-the-art
characterization equipment in the various labor-
atories. We were particularly pleased to have had
several opportunities to meet and talk with some of
the newer generation of Japanese zeolite scientists.
As IZA ambassador for 2010-2013, I am very happy
to see that the future of zeolite science in Japan is in
such good hands. I can only encourage these young
researchers to continue their endeavors to produce
interesting new porous materials, to characterize
these materials using as many techniques as possi-
ble, to take advantage of any specialists who may
visit, and, above all, to enjoy the satisfaction that
comes with careful and innovative research. I wish

you all success in your future careers.

Lynne McCusker



